Topic: The First University

Read the definitions and complete the sentences using the words in bold.
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education: the process of learning, especially in a school or college, or the knowledge

that you get from this

scholarship: an amount of money given to a person by an organization to pay for their

education, usually at a college or university

discipline: a particular subject of study

research: detailed study of a subject in order to discover new information

cure: to make someone with an illness healthy again

lecture: a formal talk given to a group of people in order to teach them about a subject

proud: feeling very pleased about something you have done, something you own, or

someone you know
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The teacher gave a(n) ___ about animals, and the students listened carefully.
Scientists are trying to find a(n) __ for the disease so sick people can get better.
Lisa worked very hard, and her parents were _ when she passed her exam.
David gota(n) ___, so he can study at university for free.

History is an interesting __ because it teaches us about the past.

Agood  helps people learn new things and find good jobs.

Scientists do to learn more about the world and find new solutions.




Read the following passage and answer the questions below.
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The First University

A university is a place where people get an education, learn about different subjects,
and help society by sharing knowledge. The oldest institution of this kind in the world is in
Morocco. It was called the University of al-Qarawiyyin, and it was founded in 859 AD. A
woman named Fatima al-Fihri started this university. At first, it was a big mosque where
Muslims went to pray. Later, it became a place for academic learning, and it is still open today.

Today, there are more than 25,000 universities around the world. In Japan, the
University of Tokyo and Kyoto University are considered the best in the country. Many
students work hard to earn a scholarship to study at these top universities. Universities offer
a wide range of disciplines, including science, engineering, humanities, and business.

Universities exist because people want to share knowledge and do research. Many
countries believe that education can make society better. Since the first university was
created, people have found ways to cure diseases, travel to space, and invent new
technologies like the computer. Today, students attend lectures that help them prepare for

the future. Fatima would probably be proud!

1. What is the purpose of a university?
a. to teach only science and engineering
b. to help people get an education and share knowledge
c. to provide a place for people to pray
d. to help people travel to space

2. What was the University of al-Qarawiyyin originally?
a. a hospital
b. a market
C. amosque
d. a government building

3. Why do many students work hard to earn a scholarship?
a. totravel to space
b. to study at a top university
c. to avoid attending lectures
d. to become a professor



4. Fill in the blank. Universities help students prepare for the future by offering .
a. movies and concerts
b. video games and sports
c. lectures and academic programs
d. vacations and holidays

5. Why would Fatima al-Fihri probably be proud?
a. because education has continued and helped society grow
b. because she became the richest person in Morocco
c. because students no longer need to study
d. because universities only teach one subject now



